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RESULTS MANAGEMENT, SANCTIONING AND APPEALS
An Overview
Note:  The information below is based only on a general and simplified overview of the text of the World Anti-Doping Code (the Code) in force January 1, 2004.  For detailed provisions and for more information on interpretation, the reader should consult the full text of the current Code available at all times on www.wada-ama.org. 

What organizations are involved in the doping control process?

In the doping control process, there are generally three levels of involvement.  The World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA), the athlete’s International Federation (IF), and the athlete’s National Anti-Doping Organization (NADO) are the most likely to authorize a test on a particular athlete.   Once the test is authorized, it is possible that another organization could be contracted to do the sample collection.  This sample collection agency will appoint a certified Doping Control Officer to find the athlete for testing.   The accredited laboratory that performs the analysis will then report the results to the result management organization, which could be the athlete’s IF, NADO, or national federation.  The result management organization will constitute the main point of contact of the athlete regarding the result of the test and possible hearings, sanctions or appeals.

What happens when the laboratory completes the sample analysis?

The laboratory sends the result of the test to the organization responsible for result management and copies WADA .  If the result is an adverse analytical finding (AAF), the result management organization will be notified and will conduct an initial review to determine whether a valid therapeutic use exemption justifies the AAF and whether there was any departure from the International Standards (for testing or for laboratory procedures) that could undermine the validity of the finding.

Who is entitled to be informed of an AAF?

Once the initial review is concluded, the organization responsible for result management must communicate the AAFs to, and only to, the athlete, his/her NADO and/or IF and/or national federation, and WADA.

What is the difference between an “AAF” and a “confirmed doping violation”?

The AAF is the result of a sample analysis that shows the presence or evidence of use of a prohibited substance or method in an athlete’s A-sample.  A confirmed doping violation occurs when the athlete does not contest the AAF or when the final appeal body establishes that there was a doping rule violation.  
What is a “provisional suspension”?

When an AAF is reported, the athlete concerned may be suspended by his/her NADO or IF until the entire result management process is completed.  Regulations pertaining to provisional suspension can vary between NADOs and IFs.

What is the process for requesting B-sample analysis?

The athlete must direct his/her request for B-sample analysis to the organization responsible for result management.  Some NADOs and IFs have in their rules that such request must be communicated by the athlete within a specific timeframe.  If the athlete has made a timely request for B-sample analysis, he/she has the right to attend the opening and analysis of the B-sample or to designate a representative to accompany him/her or attend on his/her behalf.  

Who can appeal a decision regarding an anti-doping rule violation?

Subject to the applicable rules of the result management organization, the following individuals and organizations can appeal a decision regarding an anti-doping rule violation:

· the athlete or other person who is the subject of the decision being appealed 

· the relevant IF

· the relevant NADO

· WADA

· other parties involved with the case in relation to which the decision was rendered, including for instance the International Olympic Committee or International Paralympic Committee.

Result Management At a Glance for AAF
Note:  The information below is based only on a general and simplified overview of the text of the World Anti-Doping Code (the Code) in force January 1, 2004.  For detailed provisions and for more information on interpretation, the reader should consult the full text of the current Code available at all times on www.wada-ama.org. 
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